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HE THAT HATH AN BAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO THB CHURCHES.—Rev. u. 7. 


No. 20. b OCTOBER. 15, 1848. Vou. X. 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 


The kingdom of God is an order of government established by divine authority. 
It is the only legal government that can exist in any of the universe. All 
other governments are illegal and unauthorized. God, having made all beings and 
worlds, has the supreme right to govern them by his own laws, and by officers of 
his own appointment. Any people attempting to govern themselves by laws of 
their own making, and by officers of their own appointment, are in direct rebellion 
against the kingdom of God. The antediluvians were overthrown by a flood, 
because they rejected the government of the Almighty, and instituted their own 
governments in its stead. Noah and his family were the only loyal and obedient 
subjects to the legal power: they alone were saved. The universal desolation and 
utter abolishment of all the unauthorized man-made governments of the old world, 
should have been an everlasting warning to all future generations to avoid the 
same rebellion, and to establish no governments on the earth of human origin. 
But, alas! the posterity of Noah soon revolted from the only legal, rightful power, 
and set up for themselves forms of governments of their own inventions. The 
rebellion soon became so general, that all the inhabitants of the earth, except. 
Melchizedek, Abraham, Lot, and a very few others, engaged themselves in it, 
2 and upholding kings and other officers in their usurped authority, and 
suffering themselves to be governed by human laws, instead of revealed laws from 
God. From that time until the present, empires, kingdoms, principalities, * ig 
and numerous other corrupt, illegal, — powers, have multiplied them- 
selves in the four quarters of the globe. At various times, during the last four 
thousand years, God has asserted his rights, and endeavoured to establish his own 
authority, his own laws, and his own government among the children of men. 
But so great was the opposition manifested by those illegal, rebellious powers, that 
his government while on earth was exceedingly limited in numbers. The vast 
majority of mankind made war against it—overcame, killed, and destroyed its 
officers and loyal subjects, until not a vestige of it was left remaining on the earth. 
For seventeen hundred years the nations upon the eastern hemisphere have been 
entirely destitute of the “kingdom of God” —entirely destitute of a true 
and legal government — entirely destitute of officers legally authorized to 
rule and govern. All the. emperors, kings, princes, presidents, lords, nobles, 
and rulers, during that long night of darkness, have acted without authority. 

Not one of them was called or anointed a king or prince by the God of heaven 
—not one of them received their office or appointment by him—not one of 
them has received revelations or laws from him—not one of them has received 
any communication whatsoever from the rightful sovereign, the Great King. Their 
authority is all assamed—it originated in man. Their laws are not from the Great 
Lawgiver, but the productions of their own false governments. Their very 
— 2 were laid in rebellion, and the whole superstructure, from first to last, 

| U 


ñĩBu—— æłͥ — ͤ— ñUœùœ—¾ ⁵²•2:2]ͤ ˙1˙—ͤ — — ᷣ — 
—ͤ— — —ꝶ¶—a—Q—ä— — ͤ ] — ———— —P ——' '.. 
— —-—-— — — ¼⅛—ö —ß—ð5ꝰV ĩ —ͤ ů—ůꝛ—ðs—ir vͤ—xü— —-— — ä̃—. — — — — 
‘ 


306 THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 


is a heterogeneous mass of discordant elements, in direct — to the kingdom 
of God, which is the only true government which should be recognized on earth 
or in heaven. 

The kingdom of God is a theocracy. And as it is the only form of government 
which will redeem and save mankind, it is necessary that every soul should be 
rightly and thoroughly instrueted in ai. gabe to its nature and general characteristics. 
The beauty, glory, power, wisdom, and order of the kingdom of God may be more 
fully understood by a careful examination of the following subjects. 

irst.— The nature and character of the King. 

Second.— The character and requisite 8 of the subordinate officers. 

Third.— The nature and character of the of ion, or the invariable 
rule by which aliens are admitted into the — — as citizens. 


a 


** nature and oharaoter of the giuen for the gaverament of all 
citizens. 
Fiſth.— Tie character, disposition, and qualifications necessary for every 


citizen to. possess. 

Sixth.— The rights, privileges, and blessings enjoyed by the subjects in this life. 
Seventh.— — — and — promised to te faithful, — 

jects in a future life. : | 
ear reader, your future well-being in alt time to come, depends upon your rightly 
understanding these seven subjects. Read, therefore, with serious attention, and 
our mind shall be opened to see things that you never saw before; things too of 
infinite importance, without which you can in no wise be saved. Let us begin by 


examiniag— ! 
First.— The nature and character of the King. GodistheKing. Inhim exists 
all legal authority. He alone has the right of originating a system of government 
on the earth. He claims this right by virtue of bis — and the earth 
he inhabits. Man, therefore, is indebted to God for his own formation and for the 
formation of the planet on which he dwells. He also claims the right of establish- 
ing — among men, by virtue of his superior wisdom and power. If 
God sufficient wisdom and power to construct such a beautiful world as this, 
with all the infinite varieties of vegetables and animals appended to it; if he could 
form such an intricate and complicated piece of machinery as the human tabernacle 
as a dwelling-place for the human spirit, then we must admit that his wisdem and 
power are immeasurably greater than that of man, and hence he is qualified to 
reign as king. An order of e established by such an all- wise, powerful 
being, must be good and perfect, and must be calculated to promote the permanent 
peace, i and well-being of all his subjects. The Great King is a very 
amiable being, full of benevolence and goodness, and never turns any. person away 
8 that comes requesting a favor which he sees would be for his benefit. 
he King occasionally visited his subjects in ancient times, and once tarried. wish 
them for several years; but he received such cruel abuse from many of the people 
that he. left them, and went to some other part of his dominions. here the King 
is gone the people cannot tell. They have not heard one word from him for 
wards of seventeen hundred years. He has been absent so long, that some of 
people have doubted even his existence. They have argued that if he did exist, 
that some one would very likely have heard something from him in the course of 80 
many centuries. Many millions however have some idea that he exists, and are 
constantly sending all kinds of petitions to him; but for some reason he sends: no 
word back. No messengers are despatched to the petitioners to give them any 
counsel upon any subject. It has become a very popular thing to send daily peti- 
tions to the King, and to appropriate one day out of seven for the especiak purpose of 
sending in their petitions. The same. petitions are frequently sent a great number 
of times. It is very unpopular however for any one to expect the King to make.any 
reply. to any petition sent in. Any one pretending to have received a reply: would be 
counted a base impostor ; for, say they, the King has spoken to no one for the: last 
seventeen hundred years; no one has heard from him since he convessed with his 
servant John on the Isle of Patmos. The King conversed very freely with his subjects 
in the eazly and middle ages; and some think it very strange that he has been silent 
0 long. They have expended millions in building many costly and magnéifiesnt 
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churches in honor of hie name; but yet he has not deigned to grace one of them 
with a visit, neither has he condescended to send any tidings to them by messenger 
or otherwise. He has not informed them whether he was pleased or displeased with 
their pena ediſtees. His profound silence for so many centuries has caused many 
to think that he was, for some reason, very angry with the people; yet they could 
not see why he should: be whew the people were doing so much to honor him 
when they were expending millions to hire learned men to preach and write in such 
an eloquent manner about him. 

Reader, can you toll why the King should be so distant? Why he holds no coms 
munication wit any of the — Why he has not sent one sentence of consola- 
tion or counsel te them? hy he has saffered some fifteen thousand millions of 
the haman race to fall into their graves, in the latter ages, without condescending 
to speak one word to any of them? There must be some cause for all this. 
There must be something wrong. The King never formerly served his people in 
this manner; and when he went away, he left word that if any of his people lacked 
wisdom or knowledge on any subject, they should send in their petitions unto him, 
and he: would liberally send them the requisite information. 

_ I wall now tell you the reason why the King has kept silence so long. It is be- 
eause he has had no subjects to converse with; all have turned away from him and 
advecated other governments as being the rightful and legal authority. They killed 
off and utterly destroyed every true subject of his kingdom, and left not a vestige of 
it upon the earth; and, to to their guilt and wickedness, they have introduced 
idolatry im its worst forms, and utterly turned away from the true and living God. 
They have introduced a God without BODY, PARTS or PASSIONS.” They have had 
the audacity to call this newly-invented god by the same name as the God of the 
ancient. Saints, although there is not the least resemblance between them. Indeed 
there could be no resemblance between them; for a bodiless god, without “ parts or 

io, could resemble nothing in heaven, on earth, or in hell. This imaginary 
modern god has become exceedingty popular. It is to him that a vast number of 
churches have'been erected. It is not to the true and living God that they send 
forth 3 but it is to this imaginary being. No wonder that they have re- 
ceived. no communication from him! no wonder that he has not honored them 
with a visit. As he has no “Parts,” he could neither be felt nor seen if he should 
visit them. Such a being could not speak, for he has no “ parts” to speak with. 

There have been various species of idolatry in different ages of the world. The 
sun, moon, stars, beasts, crocodiles, frightful serpents, images of wood, of stone, 
and of brass, have been erected into gods and worshipped by innumerable multi- 
tudes. But the system of idolatry invented by modern christianity far surpasses in 
absardity any thing that we have ever heardof. One of the celebrated worshippers 
of this newly-diseovered god, in his Physical Theory of Another Life, says, A 
disembodied spirit, or, we should rather say, an unembodied spirit, or sheer mind, 
is WO WHERE, Place is a relation belonging to extension; and extension is a 

y of matter: bat that which is wholly abstracted from matter, and in speaking 
of which we deny that it has any property in common therewith, can in itself be 
subject to none of its conditions; and we might as well say of a pure spirit that it 
is hard, heavy, or red, or that it is a cubic foot in dimensions, as say that it is here or 
— is only in a popular and improper sense that any such affirmation is made 

doneernme the Infinite Spirit, or that we speak of God as every where ent. 
God is in every place in a sense altogether incomprehensible by finite minds, inas- 
mueb as his relation to space and extension is peculiar to infinitude. Using the 
terms as we use them of ourselves, God is not here or there, any more than he exists 
now and then.” This species of idolatry, according to the foregoing quotations, 
s so near to Atheism, that no one can tell the difference. Reader, can: 
you see the difference? A god “without a body!” A god “without parts!” A 
god’ that eannet be “ere or there!” A god that is ““‘NO WHERE!” A god that 
dannot exist “Now and THEN!” A god that exists in No TIME! A god that has 
no extension—ne parts“ — no conceivable relation to time or space! O, blush 
for modern christianity !—a pious name for Atheism! Some perhaps may think 
tat I have not sufficient charity. But why should I have charity for a god that 
Kus io Dh ns relation to space? Let him first have charity for himself. 
2 
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But this would be impossible; for he is a god without passions.” He can have 
no charity nor love for himself nor any one else. There is no danger of offending 
him ; for a passionless god is not capable of anger. One of the persons of this 
imaginary god is said to have been crucified. But this must be a sad mistake; for 
it would be impossible to crucify a portion of something that had no parts.” The 
reason, then, why the people have not received any word from the Great King, is 
because they have petitioned the wrong god. Would you expect her majesty, the 
: 8 of England, to answer your petition if it was directed to some African prince? 
ould you expect the God of heaven to answer a petition that was addressed to a 
Hindoo god? If, then, your petitions are addressed to the bodiless, passionless god 
of modern christianity, you must not be surprised if the true God does not pay any 
attention to it. You need not expect that the true God will make any reply to 
petitions offered to any other being. we 
The true God exists both in time and in space, and has as much relation to 
them as man or any other being. He has extension, and form, and dimensions, 
as well as man. He occupies space; has a body, parts, and passions; can go from 
lace to place—can eat, drink, and talk, as well as man. Man resembles 
im in the features and form of his body, and he does not differ materially in 
size. When he has been seen among men, he has been pronounced, even by the 
wicked, as one of their own species. So much did he look like man, that some 
supposed him to be the carpenter’s son. Like man, he had a Father; and he was 
the “ express image of the person of the Father.”” The two persons were as much 
alike in form, in size, and in every other respect as fathers and sons are of the 
human race; indeed the human race are “ his offspring,” made in bis likeness and 
image, not after his moral —— but after the image of his person. There is no 
such thing as moral image. Such an image cannot exist. Morality is a property 
of some being or substance. A property without a substance or being to which it 
appertains is inconceivable. A property can never have figure, shape, or image of 
any kind. Hence, a moral image never had an existence except in the brains of 
modern idolators. | 
The Godhead consists of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Father 
is a material being. The substance of which he is composed is wholly material. 
It is a substance widely different in some respects from the various substances with 
which we are more immediately acquainted. In other respects it is precisely like 
all other materials. The substance of his person occupies space the same as other 
matter. It has solidity, length, breadth, and thickness, like all other matter. The 
elementary materials of his body are not susceptible of occupying, at the same 
time, the same identical s with other matter. The substance of his person, 
like other matter, cannot be in two places at the same instant. It also requires 
time for him to transport himself from place to place. It matters not how great 
the velocity of his movements, time is an essential ingredient to all motion, whether 
rapid or slow. It differs from other matter in the superiority of its powers, being 
intelligent, all-wise, and possessing the power of self-motion to a far greater extent 
than the coarser materials of nature. God is a spirit.” But that does not make 
him an immaterial being—a being that has no properties in common with matter. 
The expression, an immaterial being,” is a contradiction in terms. Immaterialit 
is only another name for — It is the negative of all existence. A “spirit” 
is as much matter as oxygen or hydrogen. It has many * in common with 
all other matter. Chemists have discovered between fifty and sixty kinds of 
matter; and each kind has some properties in common with all other matter, and 
some properties peculiar to itself which the others do not inherit. Now, no chemist 
in classifying his substances would presume to say, This substance is material, but 
that one is immaterial, because it differs in some respects from the first. He would 
call them all material, though they in some respects differed widely. So the 
substance called spirit is material, though it differs in a remarkable degree from 
other substances. It is only the addition of another element of a more powerful 
nature than any yet discovered. He is not a being without parts, as modern 
idolators teach; for every whole is made up of The whole person of the 
Father consists of innumerable parts; and eac — is so situated as to bear 
certain relations of distance to every other part. There must also be, to a certain 
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degree, a freedom of motion among these parts, which is an essential condition to 
the movement of his limbs, without which he could only move as a whole. 
All the foregoing reasonings in relation to the person of the Father, are equally 
applicable to the person of the Son. 
he Holy Spirit being one part of the Godhead, is also a material substance, of 
the same nature and properties in many respects, as the spirits of the Father and 
Son. It exists in vast immeasurable quantities in connexion witb all material 
worlds. This is called God in the scriptures, as well as the Father and Son. 
God the Father and God the Son cannot be everywhere present; indeed they can 
not be even in two places at the same instant: but God the Holy Spirit is omni- 
present—it extends through all space, intermingling with all other matter, yet no 
one atom of the Holy Spirit can be in two places at the same instant, which in all 
cases is an absolute impossibility. It must exist in inexhaustible quantities, which 
is the only possible way for any substance to be omnipresent. All the innumerable 
henomena of universal nature are produced in their origin by the actual presence 
of this intelligent, all-wise, and all-powerful material substance called the Holy 
Spirit. It is the most active matter in the universe, producing all its operations 
according to fixed and definite laws enacted by itself, in conjunction with the 
Father and Son. What are called the laws of nature are nothing more nor 
less than the fixed method by which this spiritual matter operates. Each atom of 
the Holy Spirit is intelligent, and like all other matter has solidity, form, and size, 
and occupies space. Two atoms of this Spirit cannot occupy the same space at 
the same time, neither can one atom, as before stated, occupy two separate spaces 
at the same time. In all these respects it does not differ in the least from all other 
matter. Its distinguishing characteristics from other matter are its almighty 
‘powers and infinite wisdom, and many other glorious attributes which other 
materials do not possess. If several of the atoms of this Spirit should unite 
themselves together into the form of a person, then this person of the Holy Spirit 
would be subject to the same necessity as the other two persons of the Godhead, 
that is, it could not be every where present. No finite number of atoms can be 
-omnipresent. An infinite number of atoms is requisite to be every where in infinite 
» Two persons receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit, do not each receive at 
e same time the same identical particles, though they each receive a substance 
exactly similar in kind. It would be as impossible for each to receive the same 
identical atoms at the same instant, as it would be for two men at the same time to 
drink the same identical pint of water. It is these three all-powerful substances 
that stand at the head of all legal government. All 8 not established 
by these three will be ere long overthrown. They hold the supreme authority and 
power in heaven, and in the heaven of heavens, and throughout the wide expanse 
of universal nature. All principalities, powers, and 2 whether in heaven 
or on earth, must yield to be instructed and controlled by the supreme power, or 


they cannot stand. 
(To be continued.) 
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BEDFORD. 


This conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, took place 
on Sunday Morning, September 3d, 1848, in the usual place of meeting, Mill-street, 
Bedford, under President Jeter Clinton, from America; when the service of 
2 morning was commenced by singing the hymn on page 195, and prayer by Elder 

inton. 

Elder Martin then proposed that Elder Olinton preside over the meeting this 
day. Elder Olinton 1 — that Elder Martin preside with him this day, over 
this meeting; and also that brother Pembroke act as clerk to this meeting and con- 
ference. Carried unamiously. . | 

Elder Clinton then called for the officers of the Church to come forward, which 


being done, the elders were called on to represent the various branches. 
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BRANCHES | | MEM. | ELD, PRET. | TRA. | DEA. | . o. REM.| D, 
Bedford. mbroke ............ 2 3 | 7 1 : i a 
Gravely 20 3 214404 

orncoat Fonley a 2 4 4 0 

ton oyce .. | 

ewport Pagnell W. S. Reid 3 2 0 1 0 91 5 

— Brewern W. 8. Reid ......... 21 114 1 1 

Evershott.., |Sinfield ...... 12 2 1 

3 0 0 9 

—— — — — — — — —8 

„ 299 25 ] 23 * 5 | 1 J 1 1 


The representation was given by those present, in the absenee of the elders of the 
branches, who, from distance and circumstances, did not attend; after which 
ider Clinton proposed that Elder William W. Smith, be made presiding alder of 
the Bedford branch of the Church, and also that he be appointed book agent for 

Bedford conference. Seconded and carried ynanimously, : 
Filder Cliaten spoke at some length on the organization ef the Church, and of 
the necessity of union among the Saints for the moving on ef the graat work of the 
ion of the fulness of times, and encouraged the Saints to lack forward for 
a realization af the promised blessings, and spoke as to the good-feeling and williag- 
negs he found inthe Saints in their desires to uphold and sustain the president, Brig- 
bam Young, and Heber C. Kimball and Willard Richards as his counsellors, and 
also the twelve apostles, by their faith and prayers, And that they uphold and 
austain by faith and prayer, Orson Pratt, as president of the Church im the British 


Isles. 

Elder Martin then rose amd proposed that the conference uphold, sustain, aud 
suppert, by our faith and good works, Elder Clinton, as the president of this oon- 
ference, Elder Cliaton rose and proposed that the conference do shew their grati- 
tude, respect, and esteem, by a vote of thanks to Orson Spencer, for his able and 
weeful services as our late president, in the British Isles. Secended and carried 
unanimously. The time having expired, the assembly of the Saints were thea ro- 
gsled with a plentiful supply of bread, butter, tea and cakes, with which there was 
every rent satisfaction. 

The afternoon service was commenced by singing the hymn on page 100, and 
prayer by Elder Martin; when Elder Clinton arose and addressed the Saints, recem- 
mending them to be diligent in the work in which they were engaged, end of the 
necessity of meeting often together; and also that we establish a Sunday School, for 
the instruction and bringing up of our children in the faith of the Saints of the 
Mast High God, believing in the beneficial results of these things of which he had 
apoken when put into practice. | 
Elder Martin then rose, expressing the pleasure he felt in having another oppor- 
tunity of addressing the Saints from that place from which he had eften addressed 
them before, but he should not intrude on their time, as he himself was desirous 
to hear Elder Clinton speak of the western part of America. | 

Elder Clinton rose and proposed that brother James Burbridge be ordained an 
elder, and brother William Cook be ordained a priest, and brother William Cook 
be ordained a teacher, Each seconded and carried unanimously. He then spoke 
as to what the Saints had done by building up Nauvoo, and on the trials and suffer- 
ings they had undergone, and of the diffleuities that would await the Saints until 
they were gathered out, and of the prospects and blessings that await the Saints in 
the future, when they should get out to the Salt Lake Valley; deseribing the situa, 
tion of that land, with the various blessings thet therein abound, and eanti for 
8 e time to interest and instruct the Saints in the kingdom of God. Ha then 

anked them for the manner in which they had received him as their president, and 
goneluded by wishing them every. blessing in the dame of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

After a collection made to defray some ordinary ses, A vote of thanks 

given to Hider Martin for the visit he had paid us; and that on bia return he 

should have the prayers and 
Martin rose to return the Saints his thanks far the pr kindueas ti 

— pea ested, and prayed God that every blessing might rest upon them. It was 
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proposed and desonded that a vote of thanks be given to Elder Martin for his past 
services. Carried unanimously. After which the meeting separated, and a spirit 
of good feeling prevailed, each one to have enjoyed a happy day, and parted 
in love with each, hoping still in the future. JETER CLINTON, President, 
JAMES PEMBOKE, Clerk: 


EDINBURGH. 


This conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, was held 
in the hall, No. 1, Drummond Street, on Sunday, September the 17th, 1848, at the 
usual hour of worship. 

The meeting was called to order by Elder Gibson, and after singing the first 
hymn, Elder Graham Douglas, of Glasgow, opened the meeting with prayer. It was 
thereafter unanimously resolved, on the motion of Elders Waugh and M‘Master, 
that our beloved brother Gibson preside both over this meeting and conference. 

It was also resolved, on the motion of Elders Gibson and McFarland, That 
Father Waugh be clerk of this day’s procedure and of conference. 

The President having, by way of introduction, elicited, that through the blessing 
of God attending the united efforts of the brethren in the priesthood in this con- 
ference, 205 members had been added by baptism during the previous quarter. 
exhorted the delegates, on their return, to stimulate their brethren in the various 
branches to double their diligence during the ensuing quarter, inasmuch as their 
labour shall not be in vain, “ for in due time ye shall reap if ye faint not, nor weary 
in well-doing ;” for when the Lord of the harvest shall shorten his work in righte- 
ousness, he shall reward the just and faithful servants of his household, and the 
apostates and hypocritical confessors shall be cut off; for the meek shall inherit the 
earth, and then the Saints or children of Zion shall rejoice in their King. He then 
called for the number of officers present, when there appeared 1 high priest, 19 
elders, 11 priests, 7 teachers, and 4 deacons. | 

The branches were then represented in the following order :— 


BRANCH. REPRESENTED BY H. P.. D PRS. TEA EA MEM TTL. |BAP. REC EX. or p. 
Aberdeen . . . Letter . . cd 61210 2] 17| 21) 0 
Biggar Elder Waugh. . . 0; 909100 4 5 0 0 
Black Braes „ Tomkingon...... 11214 51] 15 
Bowness, &. „ Tomkinson 221112 288 3 0 
Clackmannan „ John Russell. 0 2 1 2] 2 14/7 154) 44 2 
Crofthead . .. „ Archibald . 0 3 2 1] 2 63 71 22 6 
„ R. Russell 9332 263 73) 180 0 
Dunfermlins „, aster ......, 6 1 33164 72 13 4 
East Wemyss ...... 

1 7 7 5| 2 157 179| 26 5 
Falkirk „ «Calder 2 o| 0 2 0 
Greenlaw Ewan 0; 010 0 7; 8 OF 0 
Hearthill . „ Archibald 1] 1] 1] 17 20) 5 
Hunterfield ......... ‘Brother Young......... 0; 265 2 63 78 10, 9 
Lochgelly ............ ‘Elder Watson ......... o| 2] 2; 2] 1 58 60 19 9 

913341 14 76 87 6 1 
0! o| 38' 39) of 
o} of o| 1] 14 16 0 

o| o| 21 1] 16 Oo. 

0 of of of Oo 

0}; 4; 1/ 0] oO} of 

1] 1| 41) 13) @ © 

j 
Total . .. 1137 4132 19 96101081 205 40 


The above are generally in good standing, and the prospects portentously bright. 

The following brethren being duly nominated in the delegates counsel meeting, 
were unanimously chosen by vote of conference to be ordained for the priesthood in 
the annexed branches: se 

Clackmannan—Brothers David Russell and Burt to be ordained Teachers. 
Dundee—Presiding Priest William Aitkin and Allan Adamson to be exalted to the 
Elders office. Dunfermline—Brother Henry Drysdale to be ordained Teacher. 
Edinburgh—Brother William. Reid to be ordained Priest. Hearthill—Brother 
James Kinghorn to be Priest, and James Easton to be Teacher. Lochgelly— 
Brother William Simpson to be Teacher. Oakley—Brother Andrew Burt to be 
Priest, and David Morgan to be Teacher. Perth—Priest Robert Hill to be or- 
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dained Elder and preside there. West Wemyss— Brother Andrew Penman to be 

ordained Priest. 

Priest James Low of Stirling, having tendered his services to labour for God in 
a conference, it was resolved that he be placed under the counsel of Elder Tom- 

son. 

_ Resolved on the motion of Elders Gibson and Menzies, that we uphold and sus- 
tain by our faith and ve our beloved President Brigham Young and his coun- 
sellors in the land of Zion. | 1 

Resolved as above, That we in like manner sustain the Twelve Apostles as travel- 
ing high counsel of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in all the 


world. | 
Resolved as above, That we sustain our beloved brother Orson Pratt, as presi- 


dent over the European conferences, with Orson Spencer as his counsellor in the 


British Isles. 
_ Resolved as above, That we also sustain in office all the branch presidents and 
their counsels within the region of the Edinburgh conference. 

Voted on a resolution carried in the delegates council, last evening, that one 
Stak be paid in advance to our branch agents, to facilitate the adjustment of the 
MILLENNIAL Stak and other publications, through the medium of our conference 
agent, to the office in Liverpool. 

The President instructed the branch presidents to pay attention to the due inser- 
tion in their records of ages, nativities, baptisms, and confirmations ; and to send in 
those registers by their delegates at each quarterly conference, to regulate the ge- 
neral record by ; presidents being responsible that all casualties are duly marked 


off. 
The President directed, that for the future no letters of recommendation be given 


to brethren and sisters removing, without having obtained a previous vote of their 
fellowship and standing in their respective branches. 

Several confirmations of baptized brethren, as also several ordinations to the 
priesthood were administered at the close of the celebrated memorials of our Lord’s 
broken body and shed blood; the presidents of branches being empowered to ordain 
those above appointed (who could not attend here) in the branches to which they 


severally belong. : 
The conference stands adjourned till the last Sabbath save one in December, 


1848. The delegates to meet at No. 8, Pleasance, at seven p.m. the day previous. 
WILLIAM Grsson, President. 
GEORGE P. Clerk. 


Che Latter-vap Saints NMillennial Star. 


OCTOBER 15. 1848. 


ARRIVAL OF AMERICAN ExpERS.—We hail the arrival of two more of the servants 
of the living God, namely, Alfred Cordon, a high priest, and Lewis Robbins, one of 
the presidents of the second quorum of seventies. Brother Cordon was formerly 
from England; many of the Saints in this country are acquainted with him. His 
former persevering labors in many parts of England will, by many, never be forgot- 
ten; and we trust that thousands of his former acquaintances will greet him with 
great joy. 

Brother Cordon is appointed to preside over the Warwickshire conference. Elder 
Robbins will accompany him, and labor as one the seventies within the precincts of 
that conference. Elder Robbins has had a long experience in this church, and we 
trust the Saints will be greatly benefited by his instructions and counsels. We hope 
that the Saints throughout that conference will use every exertion to assist brother 
Robbins to spread the gospel into neigbourhoods where it has never been heard; 
and we gnticipate that the time is near, when many new branches will be added to 
that conference. 
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Le elders of Israel, and servants of the Most High God, throughout the British 
dominions, let your hearts be encouraged, and slack not your labors, for now is the 
time for the gathering of much wheat—it is a favourable time. Never were the 
prospects more cheering of an abundant harvest—the faithful laborer shall be laden 
with many sheaves. Thousands of England’s sons and daughters, who now groan 
in poverty and distress, shall receive the glorious message, and shall be wafted by the 
gentle breezes of heaven to a land of deliverance and plenty. 


Two MORE OF THE SEVENTIES JUST ARRIVED.—Just arrived from America, William 
L. Cutler, one of the presidents of the eleventh quorum of seventies, and James H. 
Flanigan, also one of the seventies. They had twenty-eight days’ passage from 
New York, arriving in Liverpool on the 4th inst. These brethren are in good 
health and spirits, and will soon enter the great harvest field, and we pray the Lord 
of the harvest to crown their labours with success, and bless them also with many 
sheaves. England shall be thoroughly warned, and the ears of their learned and 
mighty ones shall yet tingle with the tidings. O England, this is the day of thy visi- 
tation—the Lord’s messengers are now in thy midst—incline thine ear and be not 
stubborn, that the Lord may shew favor unto thee. This is a visitation of mercy; if 
rejected, judgment will soon follow. The work will be speedy and decisive. O 


England, hear and live! 


CHEERING NEWS FROM THE GREAT SALT LAKE VALLEY.—Letters have been 
received, giving news of the most cheering kind from the Great Salt Lake Colony. 
The spring crops look well and bid fair for an abundant harvest. All was peace 
and quietness up to June 9th ; and plenty of rain in the valley up to that time. 
The first emigration company, for thisseason, were 419 miles west of Council Bluffs, 
consisting of 623 waggons, and 1829 persons. The last company were about 100 
miles in the rear. Their journey so far has been very prosperous. Rejoice, ye Saints, 
for the work is rolling on, and it will gather strength and power as it rolls, until 
the name of the Lord God of Israel shall become great among his people, and the 
nations afar off shall hear of his fame. 


LETTERS FROM THE CAMP OF ISRAEL. 


Camp of Israel, north side of Platte, 400 miles from Winter Quarters, — 
Ji uly 10, 1848. 

Dear brother Levi,—This is the first opportunity for me to write a letter to an 
of my friends, and as you are now my attorney and counsellor in England, I thin 
it right to remember you the first; and as it may be 3 for you and the 
Saints in England to know a little of our progress, I cheerfully commence the 
task of communicating. 

Vou are aware that those Saints who had been diligent in aceumulating means 
for their removal from the sound of those who had been their oppressors, and who 
had driven them from their homes, their city, their temple, their all, had com- 
menced a gathering on the west bank of the Elk Horn, 27 miles from Winter 
Quarters; to organize, preparatory to their journey into the wilderness, over those 
immense prairies, barren sage 2 sterile lands, and Rocky Mountains: that 
they might gather into that valley, which is hidden up in the bosom of the moun- 
tains, on the tops of the everlasting hills, and rear a temple to the Lord God of 
Israel, where they may hear the word of the Lord, and know His will concerning 


On the last day of May, our beloved President, Brigham Young, commenced 
organizing the people into 100’s, 50’s, and 10’s; appointing the officers necessary to 


q 
a 
us. 
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manage 60 large a body of people, and dfterwards I succeeded in obtaining the fol- 
lowing census of the people and their stock. 


— 


Allen Taylor's 100 
Lorenzo Snow's 100 
Wm. G. Perkin's 1 
Tera Pulsipher' s 00 


Total .. 

a 0 Ag - 

gons, — — oportion 
of — 


President Willard Richards and Amasa Lyman will also lead another large company to the mountains. 


Thus you see the seed of the gathering has been sown, and three of the reapers 
are gathering their sheaves into the store-house of the Lord, to be hidden up; 
while the ntact pt scourge of the Almighty sweeps the earth of wickedness, and 
those that forget God. ä 

On the Ist day of June, Lorenzo Snow's company moved off the ground to the 
Liberty Pole on the Platte, in order to make room for other waggons that came 
eating in from Winter Quarters. If any person enquire, Is Mormonism down? 

€ * to have been in the neighbourhood of the Elk Horn this day, and he 
would have seen such a host of waggons that would have satisfied him in an instant, 
that it lives and flourishes like a tree by a fountain of waters; he would have seen 
merry faces, and heard the song of rejoicing, that the day of deliverance had surely 
come. 

On the 2nd day of June, Pulsipher’s camp followed on the trail, and we received 
a visit from Elders Hyde, Woodruff, Benson, and others; by them we learnt that 
the Pawnees and Otoe Indians had a fight in the rear of Winter Quarters, several 


8rd. Perkins’s camp moves on their journey. Brother Hyde and others return 
to Winter Quarters. 

4th. Meeting at President Young and Kimball’s Carrells. | 

Monday, June 5. President Young’s company take up their line of march. 
Lucy, wife of Elisha H. Groves, ran over by her N which broke her leg. 
Gap continues its joarney to the Liberty Pole on the Platte, travel 12 miles. 

6th. Pass an Indian battle ground. At night, camp on the banks of the river, 
183 miles. At night, the captains of Tens met with pool pic to complete 
the organization of the camp, and appoint the guard to watch both day and night. 

We continued our 22 without any thing particular occurring day by day. 
Oame in sight of bu on the 29th June, for the first time this season. 

Since leaving the Hk Horn, we have travelled 27 days, averaging 14 mites per day 
and have rested 10 days, whieh brings us this day (12th July,) to Crab Oreek, 2004 
1 from Winter Quarters; we purpose travelling about 12 miles to good feed 

y. | 

Last night, at half. past 10, brothers John T. Green, Isaac Burnham, 
W. Young, and Rufus Allen arrived at oar camp from the valley, bringing us 
news up 4 75 all fs well there. The wheat 
looks well, corn up about 6 inches; of this they cannot say much at present, as there 
had been scar¢e any time to form an opinion. 

Binee they came in, a mail of a few letters has arrived, the latest date is Jane 9, 
1648, from which we learn “ ‘The health of our place is good, and Kas been ever 
since we have been here.“ “There has been a large amount of spring crops put 
in, and they were doing well till within a few days; the crickets have done 
considerable both to wheat atid corn.” © The sea gulls have come in 
flocks from the and sweep the crickets ae they go; it seems the hand of 
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Lord is in eur fever.” QO. P. Rockwell has arrived from California, in com- 
pany with Davis and bis company.” o | 

In a letter from Elder John Taylor, he writes, We have been busy since our 
arrival ia 222 plonghing, planting, and sowing, and we expect ere you arrive 
to be enjoyed in the more pleasant work of reaping. I never saw the Saints more 
diligent 


than they have been in this valley; enterprise and industry seem to be 

written on every man’s forehead.” ‘Barley, oats, rye, buck-wheat, and other 

ins look well; flax, and especially peas, look v omising.” He sent a sample 

of pess, # carrot, and an ear of rye, gathered 22 7. as a specimen of the first 
fruits ef the valley for the year 1848. 

The accounts given by the brethren all confirm the above—all are cheering for 
the honest-hearted Saint, but very disheartening to hypocrites, and those who go 
to speculate and oppress his neighbour—their reign is at an end; as the Poet saith, 

| “We go where hypocrites will fear, 
And tremble at the word 
Of him, who is appointed here 
To wield the two edg’d sword.” 

In proof of the health of the place, there have been about 15 graves dug, namely : 
one child drowmed; one carried there dead; one died entering the valley, killed 

a log falling; one by eating poison roots; two consumption; one liver com- 

; one imprudent exposure while in perspiration; children three; and there 
may be perhaps three more. To balance this, in one row of eight houses adjoining, 
in ene week was seven births, and the brethren suppose about 120 births in 
the 12 months. I will endeavour to send an accurate account hereafter. 

There is one grist mill in operation—two in progress. Two saw mills running, 
and three in progress. 

They have also nearly completed 12 miles of fencing, enclosing all the farming 
land in one field, | 
Elder P. P. Pratt and family are well, and farming largely in comparison to his 


help. 

Brass Spencer’s family are all well, and doing well; live in five log houses, and 
have 100 geres of grain in the ground, looking well; their fall wheat is up good; 
spriog wheat is also up, and 12 acres of corn looks pretty. 

Ellen S and James Bullock have visited my office a few minutes since; th 
are all well in health, and ia spiritss they have had no accident either wi 
themselvea, their cattle, or their property, and are geing on well. Her cousin 
Charles has brought a a two yoke of oxen, and is going to assist them 
to the valley. They send their love to their father, and anxiously enquire if they 
* expect to see next summer. 

on will please remember me to Elders Pratt, Spencer, Clinton, Cummings, 
Spiers, Whitehead, Robbina, and the rest of the elders who are now on a mission 
to my native eoumtry. May the Lord bless you, from your brother in the gospel 


of Jesus Christ, 
Tromas Buii00Kn, Olerk of Camp of Israel. 
Ruins, Bluff, 419 Miles from Winder Quarters, July 18, 1848. 


Dear Brother Orson Spancer,—1 write a few lines at this time, to say that I am 
pores satisfied with the course you have taken while you bare been in the British 


6 hat you have done the beat you possibly could; and I pray to accept 
of my warmest thanks and ulations for the success of your 1 are 
also informed that on the of Elders Orson Pratt and Levi Ric you 


ars perteetly at liberty te do as you plaase, either to return this fall and visit your 
friends im — — Geates during the fall and winter, or in England until 
the beginning of February, then come by the way ef New Orleans te Council 
Bluffs, and continue your journey te valley nent summer, or remain in 
— — ow feel will be most conducive to your health, you are at 
ect 


liberty te take, and ae you and the brethern shall deem beat ia council, 
But — tarry in England, I wish you would exert yourself to gather 


as you possibly can, and bring it with you, in order to 
auch other artieles ac will be needed to 


* 


as muah ti 


— —— 
glass, nails the 
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States to assist in building up the Temple of the Lord in the valley of the Great 
Salt Lake. And I earnestly desire Elders Orson Pratt and Levi Richards will 
use all their energies on this subject, and assist you in gathering in the tithing 
until the time of your departure, and bring it to the valley, unless you hear 
further news from us. : 

May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you, rest down in mighty power 
upon you, prosper you on the remainder of your mission, give you a safe passage 
over the mighty deep and toilsome journey, and once more bring you to the bosom 
of the Church and your family,—is the prayer of your affectionate brother in the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, BRIAN YOunG., 


\ 


LETTER FROM ELDER W. WOODRUFF TO ELDER O. SPEN CER. 


‘ Boston, August 21, 1848. 


Dear Sir,—Having once more arrived in the Eastern States, and entered upon 
the field of my labours, I feel assured that I shall have a little time once more allot- 
ted me to open a correspondence with my friends who are labouring abroad in the 
vineyard; which —— has almost been denied us for the last two years, in conse- 
quence of our eee om n the wilderness and travels to the mountains, separatin 
us in a degree from the means of corresponding with our friends abroad. I receiv 
a letter from you last winter, and —— te one in return, containing also one to 
Capt. Dan Jones, which I — — you obtained, but do not know that they reached 

ou. I have not heard anything definite from Elder O. Pratt since he left Council 
luffs, but rumour says that he has sailed for Liverpool. I saw your family fre- 
uently before I left the Bluffs; the last I saw of them was at the Horn, with 
residents Young and Kimball, with 600 ns. They were all well and in 
spirits, and I think comfortably fitted out for the 1 to the mountains. 
hat company started from the Horn about the Ist of June; Elders W. Richards 
and A. Lyman left about the 25th of June with about 300 waggons more, making 
a little rising of 900 waggons in all during this season’s emigration. We entirely 
evacuated Winter Quarters, which is truly desolate. Elder O. Hyde was with me 
at Mount Pisgah, Nauvoo, Keokuck, and St. Louis. We there parted; he went 
to Washington and I to Boston. While we were at Nauvoo, there was some ex- 
citement from a report that O. Hyde would preach in the temple—neither of us 
had any such intention; I, however, preached to one man, and baptized, confirmed, 
and ordained him an elder, and he went out to preach the gospel. . I was with 
Elder Hyde at St. Louis, as I said above, which is the last I have heard from him. 
I have seen many elders since I came to Boston, among whom are N. H. Felt, A. 
P. Rockwood, D. Carter, J. C. Little, Dudley, and others who are on missions in 
the Eastern States ; also brothers Robbins and Cordon, who will go to England 
on missions, and will probably deliver this letter to you. | 

I have had a pleasant interview with Capt. Joseph Russell, of Miramichi. As 
to news in this country, I have not much to communicate at thistime. I have not 
had time as yet to form much of an opinion how our cause is through the 
States; but as far as I do know, they are quite as favourable as I expected to find 
them. As to national affairs they present to the discerning mind signs of keeping 
pace with other nations of the earth in causing their fig trees to bear. No congress 
ever broke up with greater excitement than the last—feelings of the deepest hatred 
are seated in the hearts of Northern and Southern statesmen against each 
other. Senator Butler sent a challenge to Benton of Mo, for a duel, but were pre- 
vented carrying out their designs by being taken into custody by the officers of 

overnment. Political parties are breaking to pieces and new ones forming. M. 

an Buren has deserted the democrat ranks, and is a candidate for the idency 
by a combination of parties, including Abolitionist, Van Burens, &c., with the son 
of John Q. Adams as vice president. There is no doubt in my mind but that the 
North and South, will, before many years, be arrayed in hostile warfare against 
each other. Mobs, riots, fires, and pestilence are on the increase in this * 
At the last election in Illinois there was quite a fight between the Germans and old 
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citizens. The Germans drove the others out of town, some were killed. Among 
the many fires in this land, last week about one quarter of Albany, N. Y., was 
laid in ashes, and their house left unto them desolate—loss from 3 to 5,000,000 dol- 
lars; the most business part of the city is burnt; and while the destroyer is slaying 
its thousands upon our waters by wind, fire, and steam, death is doubling its rava- 

es throughout the land by almost every species of disease; and while the potatoes 
2 this land smell, look, and taste as though they had the cholera, the clams on our 
sea coast have the plague, and kill those who eat them; eels are dying by thousands. 
The Mexican war is ended, peace ratified, New Mexico and Oalifornia ceded to the 
U. S. A., but the North and South could not agree sufficiently to give either of 
those places a territorial government. Oregon has a government and an Indian 
war on her back, which is now presenting a serious aspect to the inhabitants of 
that country. The Oregon emigration is falling off fast: last year there were about 
1500 waggons, and this year only 400 for Oregon. 

I am now with my family in brother A. Badlam’s house, in Cambridge Port, 
near Boston. He got a letter a few days since from brother Samuel S. Brannan, 
from San Francisco Bay; the letter contained no news, only that they were well 
and doing well. Our eyes are turned towards you and the — you inhabit for 
news of every kind. Truly the whole European world is in a convulsed state, which 
has come upon them in an instant. The anxiety is * great through this country 
to get the news as soon as it arrives from England. The present state of Ireland is 
creating great interest through this country; meetings are held through all the 
cities, and tens of thousands of dollars are collected to send to their assistance. But 
while these things are going on, I feel more interested in the progress of the cause 
of the Latter-day Saints under your presidency 2 — that land; and as I am 
now located in this land, I hope brother 4 will forward me the Stars as they 
come out, and inform me what I must do in return, and I will endeavour to per- 
form it. I feel very anxious to know how the work is advancin — Rg your 
field of labour. I realize the Lord is — a great work in the British Isles. 

Probably brother Pratt will arrive to take the charge of affairs before my letter. 

If so, please remember me to him, and I would like to open a correspondence with 
him and yourself. I wish to be remembered to brother and sister Hall, and all 
that I was acquainted with in that land that enquire after me. I wish you would 
do me the favor to forward the letters I send with this to Capt. Jones, of Wales, 
brother Enion, &c. I spent some time with the brothers Ric on their return, 
and they gave me a cheering account of the work in that land. They have all gone 
on to the valley, am informed. Brother Levi Richards, I suppose, is also with you, 
who will give you all the news concerning the last camp. Remember me to him 
and all the American elders with you. I look for a rich harvest from the labours 
of those who have gone to your assistance, and I expect they will be all needed and 
probably more if you had them. I shall look for a letter from you as soon as you 

et this, and every item of news will be interesting tome. My address will be 

oston, Massachussets. Any papers or letters sent to me here I shall obtain. 
Mrs. Woodruff wishes to be remembered to you and lady. \ 
Yours respectfully, 
| W. Wooprvrr. 


TO THE SAINTS SCATTERED ABROAD—GREETING: 


Beloved Brethren and Friends: — After so long a time, we have heard direct from 
Elder Lyman Wight, and have learned his whereabouts. He is in Texas, and I 
think on one of tributaries of the Colorado river, about seventy-five miles from the 
city of Austin. He has addressed a pamphlet of sixteen pages to the — 
Saints, scattered abroad, and to every body else, containing his appeals to them, an 
the cogitations of his own mind. - 

If the Lord had inspired him to write his appeal, it would have been received 
with respect and cordiality. But it would seem that his inspiration came from no 
higher source than George Miller. He speaks much about being put out of his 
place, and some one also called to fill it. If this had béen contemplated, and even 
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carried into effect, the Couneil of the Ohurch. would not have: gone bey 
power and right, if they had thought it necessary to be done: But to reproach 
the: person to eccupy his place with the lation of “ A LONG-HARED 
ZACK ass,” is but * the cil by whom he was appointed, if appointed 
at all. The spirit of alienation and jealousy is too apparent in his writi No 
person has been suggested to fill his place, to my knowledge; and if he had been 
dictated by the spirit of the Lord, he would have written a confidential letter to the 
Council of his brethren, and inquired into all these matters, before vent to 
throw out such a volley of most extravagant and uncalled for language as his pamphi: 
contains, But it seems that he has: taken Bishop Miller fer his — ron 
lost the spirit of the Lord by his over anxiety to run forward to Grand 5 to 
Punkand, and to “ Buliyhuck,” that he might show himself a little smarter man 
than any other in the camp: and when the spirit of the Lord had left him, he 
learned that the Twelve were not. right, and resolved ta follow them no longer, 
when the truth was, he never would follow, but always run ahead. Hs left the 
ef the Church without counsel and without the fellowship of the Saints. 
brother Wight had been as anxious to keep up a friendly intercourse and 
ndence with the Church and Council, and maintain a permanent unies snd 
alliance with them, as he now is to sow the seeds of dissension, by scattering his 
pamphiets among the OUTER BRANCHES of the church, could he not long ago 
sent a messenger to hunt us up, as well as to send one now te distribute bis 
pamphlets, the products of bis own misguided zeal, breathing manifestly the spirit 
of separation from the Church and Council? If we were broken 5 ae 

from Nauvoo, we were not gone out ef the world. The very spirit of hi a 
for not writing to us, ly sbows that he laeked more the inclination. te write 
than the opportunity of sending a letter. This is in accordance with some expres- 
sions of his comeerning: his desire to be aceounted as one of the Twelve on his 
leaving Nauvoe. It may be proper, at some time, to note them. 

He appeals: to those of like ordination with himeelf, to know if they have any 
power or authority given them to remove him from his statien. For one, I can say 
that I have been ordained to all the power and authority that brother Wight ever 
was, and I ear inform him that he is not yet so high that the voice of the Couneil 
camnot reach him and bring him down, and even put another in his place if they 
deem it necessary. Sidney Rigdon was ordained to all that brother Wight ever 
was, and rather more, but the arm and voice of God's Council brought him down, 
and dried up the fountain of his spirits. Lucifer was even higher than brother 
Wight, yet he was thrust: down by those with whom he stood connected : and be 
it known, and known te all, that the Council has power to expel any member of its 
body from the same, when that member ceases to act pursuant to its dictates. If 
this: be mot a true doctrine, Lucifer could have stood his ground in heaven, and bid 
as loudly defiance to the powers there, as brother Wight has in his pamphlet to all 
the powers of the world, the Church, Angels, and men. Bat the former wus cast 
down, and: the Council at the Salt bake city, with the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles, must determine the portion of the latter after having’ canvassed hiv pam- 
phlet, and considered it in connexion with this circular. | : 

Why dees brother Wight teach and enforce a doctrine that Joseph Smith never 
did, nor never would, sanction? Namely: a community of goods, or property 
thrown in together as common stock. Though this doctrine has sometimes been 
practised by good. men, hut the original purpese and design of Ged was to make 
men accountable for their stewardship, and therefore, to one he gave five talents, 
to another two, and to another one; and to every man according to his several 

lity.” The whole eourse and: order of nature—the constitutional organization 
of man tire. wies of the martyred prophet: of the last days, and the eternal pur- 
pose ef God, all sa to brother Wight’s “commen: stock” es; and 
no · people can prosper that enforee this as law among themselves: F 
heaven and earth, angels and men, for my “indemnity,” but let my on- 
tions be yea, yea, and nay, nay; and leave the remainder to brether Lyman. 

With regard‘to keys and priesthood; brother Wight is just as lame · as he i about 
the power not: existing to: displace him, and one day it will meet hie ir the face; 
and thougli’ P a fool, there: ame men n this Church that ‘can measare his busttek 


\ 


LETTERS FO THE EDITOR. 319 


in their — say down or pressing it tegether. Men have done some- 
thing 42 wearing fine clothes, and 3 earned something better and 
more generons than to throw out any noh low insinuations. 5 

When men get a mission according to their own hearts’ desire, in ans wer — 
and repeated importunities, they ought. vat ta murmur or complain at their ° 
ships, if they even have“ to sell their last coat for food.” It was a work craved, 
because of an apparent unwillingness to remain with the Council and fare as they 
did, receive the chastisements and corrections which they did, and thus. become 
perfected in the midst of counsel. Israel once received a king, because of their 

reat murmurings and importunities, but was he a blessing or a curse to them? It 
is said not to be the nature of “the wild ram of the mountains” to herd in the 
domestic fold, and if it does not yet appear that. Joseph Smith 22 to Lyman 
Wight his great mission with a dimilar motive to that with which the Lord gave 
a Saul to Israel, I will confess my mistake. 

The Churches are exhorted to continue their emigration, and in the discharge of 
their various duties, as counselled and directed in the late General Epistle of the 
Twelve, and pay no attention to brother Wight's call until it is sanctioned by the First 
2 of the Church, at the Salt Lake city, and also by the Quorum of the 

welve ne Brother Wight may collect around him tha whole phalanx of 
wild, disaffected, and independent spirits, even from the “ Pagan Prophet” down to 
the “ Brewster Seer.”” But these combustible materials, gathered together, render 
explosion more certain, and its consequences more destructive. None of us are at 
war with brother Wight’s mission, but with his boasting and defying spirit. 

The next circular that I issue, I hape may come from our own press at Council 
Bluffs, under the head of the FRonTIER GUARDIAN.” 

Now, brethren, farewell! May the blessing of Him who died and rose again 
from the dead, be with you, always, and keep you steadfast and immovable in the 
truth, and guide your steps ta the celestial city where the Saints meet in peace. 

With great: respect, I have the honor to be, your brother in the bonds of the 


covenant, 
Onsen HID. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


| ; Edinburgh, September 19th, 1848, 

Dear Brother Pratt,—Our quarterly conference was held on last Sabbath. All 
on well; 205. have been added by baptism this last quarter, in this conference. 
That ie about. 100% since L was at the general eonference. All is union and love, 
and the. prospects are almost everywhere good. F know. this will eause you to rejoice, 
as fram your labours here, the Saints look upon, you as their father in the werk of 
Ged. I will send you the minutes of conferenee as soon as father Waugh has them 
ready. With love to brother Spencer, and all, F remain * and servant 


in the cause of truth, ILLIAM GIBSON, — 
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Glasgow, September 29th, 1848. 

President. Orson Pratt. Dear Brether,—I reeeived your letters of the 26th and 

and 27th inst. Your letter of the 26th rejoiced me very much. I felt glad to 

hear, that you, too, were sanguine in. your expectations with regard ta the prosperisy 

ef the work in Scotland. My. feelings have been on the high pressure prineiple, 
and your letter has. — another impetus to them. 


I was rejoicing to hear of the safe arrival of our brethren; give them: my love. 
I sent you an order yesterday for 8,000 pamphlets; we received 1,000 of the Divine 
Authority last night. Fam very 2 to hear that you have not any more of the 
Gospel Witness, or Brother Spencers Letters. If you would print several thousands 
of each I am confident there would bs sale for them. Brother Gibson was at our 
conference, and I think he will adopt the same. plan that we-hawe. fer tho spread of 
the printed word. Send us 1,000 more of the Divine Authority (which will make 
2,000 in all), also send us 2,000 of the Gospel Witness; and if you will print Brother 


* 
* 
— 
— 


